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controlled warehouses in Wenatchee and 
Quincy. These stored trees are shipped 
the following spring (February through 
May) at the same time that the “new” 
rootstocks are being planted in March 
and April.

It’s a never-ending cycle that keeps C&O 
Nursery staff continually busy.

C&O Nursery grows its trees in the 
Columbia Basin, near Quincy, where 
they have 600 acres of growing space 
and process as many as 3,000 orders a 
year. The operations and offices are still 
in Wenatchee, which serves as the cen-
tral shipping hub. They go from having 
40 employees during the slow months to 
up to 200 during the busiest season.

With more than a century of orcharding 
and fruit growing behind them, C&O 
has seen the industry change over time. 
Snyder has seen the number of orchards 
decreasing, while the size of the existing 
orchards increasing.

“There has been a definite trend from 
lots of  s planting only 
a few trees, to fewer 
orchards planting many 
trees. Smaller busi-
nesses are being bought 
up by larger companies 
or the smaller orchards 
are using the land for 
something else, such as 
housing,” Snyder com-
mented. “Our emphasis has had to shift 

to fewer people, but they are planting 
more trees.”

Another important 
change of the times is 
the increasing demand 
for new and improved 
varieties.

C&O Nursery makes 
meeting this new con-
sumer demand a top 
priority and is partner-

ing with fruit growers globally, through 

the International New Varieties Network 
(INN), to put together winning combi-
nations.

The mission of INN is to bring together 
nurseries from across the globe to man-
age fruit varieties worldwide. All INN 
nurseries agree to share newly-created 
fruit varieties for the purpose of testing 
and commercialization.

“Membership in this worldwide orga-
nization is so important to developing 
the best varieties of fruits possible. I’m 
proud of the fruit, especially the apples 
that we’ve produced in Washington and 
the reputation that we have globally for 
our fruit,” said Snyder.

Washington’s reputation for classy 
fruit can be partly attributed to that 
Minnesotan teacher who dreamed of 
growing apples in Eastern Washington 
and to the four generations of his fam-
ily that have worked hard to keep that 
dream growing.

C&O participates in Farm Bureau’s 
Retro/Safety and Employer Services 
programs. To learn more about the C&O 
Nursery, visit www.c-onursery.com or 
call 509-662-7164.

Trees are loaded with care onto a C&O truck for delivery.

The six current Snyder owners of C&O Nursery pose for a picture.


